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LAIDBACK

takin’ it easy at back
to the '50s in st. paul

the '50s event held every summer in St. Paul,
Minnesota. With more than 11,000 vehicles regis-
tered for this year's 33rd annual happening June 23-25, it

was again one of the largest rod and custom shows in the !

country. But something beyond sheer numbers resonated at
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds this year: a totally casual
atmosphere. Simply put, this is probably the most laidback
show of such magnitude anywhere.

In an era where street rod builders are television celebrities and
car owners fret about where to “debut” their six-figure, pro-built |

LOW-KEY

Size has long been the hallmark of the huge Back to | gathering. The informal vibe is probably rooted in the way the

Minnesota Street Rod Association runs the event. There are no
awards or trophies, which takes away the air competition and
makes things comfortable for those who own less-than-perfect
machines. And by opening the door to all *64-and-earlier vehicles
long ago, the MSRA has ensured a good mix of rods, customs,
classics, trucks, and even a few vintage imports, most of which are
(gasp) actually driven to the show!

Some participants camp in their cars overnight in order to
claim particular parking spaces, but the vast fairgrounds are so
inviting it’s hard to pinpoint a true “power parking” area. Those

rides, Back to the "50s is an unpretentious, bring-what-ya-got | who do find the “perfect” spot miss out on one of the event’s

108 www.streetrodderweb.com
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MSRA members annually vote on their own Street Rod of the Year, and this

year Julianne Lukawski's '40 coupe was the worthy winner. The car was

originally built in the '60s hy Julianne's tate hushand, William, and was R s S S N e N SR st e ERESSEES
recently refinished by her son, J. A Mustang Il IFS and custom rear leafs Slick is the only way to describe Ray Maruska’s "40 Ford convertible from
combined with 16- and 17-inch Americans provide the perfect stanse, 2'67  Duluth. Mini Cooper headlights and a custom grille lead the way, with
Vette 327 makes it rumble, beige leather threads make it cemty, and 95 handmade side trim and 17-inch Billet Specialties wheels adding sparkle
Vette biue paint with Hames makes it glow. to the silver and black exterior.

™ Norm Fey’s '34 Dodge
caupe is one badass
Mopar, with a blown and
injected 392 sending
power through a
Torqueflite to a nar-
rowed Dana 60 rear.
Realistic flames over
black cherry paint and
16- and 18-inch Budnik
rollers will keep you
looking if you can pry
your eyes from the mill.

Rick Moe's *36 Ford roadster jusl aozes tradition, from its 4-inch chop and It doesn’t take a ton of body mods to make a ’46 Ford sedan look cool. Jim
maroon paint, to the vintage 283 Chevy V-8, ‘39 Merc trans, and *40 Ford Gavrilescu’s is simply dressed with bright yellow paint and flames. A right-
rear with a Halibrand quick-change center. The rubber rake comes courtesy  on stance with red whesls, wide whites, and later Ford caps help the look.
of 6.00-16 and 7.50-16 bias-plies.
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We love lakes-modified roadsters, especially when they look as cool and as

fun as Steven Blake’s *27 Ford with four-cylinder Ford power.

PowerCrate 350

The YearOne PowerCrate 350 is a-fully
balanced and blueprinted engine, _

dyno-tested to produce 400-plus %f

horsepower and 400-plus fi/bs of
torque with a pump-gas friendly
9.5:1 compression ratio.

A dual-plane aluminum intake .
allows good idle quality and
excellent street driveability, while
providing plenty of low-end torque. The
four-bolt main seasoned 350-block is bored
0.030 over. It uses a nodular iron crankshaft
with hypereutectic pistons connected with
powdered-metal connecting rods. Ported
Vortec cylinder heads, 1.6:1 ratio rocker arms
and a hydraulic roller camshaft round out this
excellent engine.

More features and specifications on this
engine, along with an engine Dyno graph, are
available at www.yearone.com.

The engine comes with a 12 month/ 12,000
mile warranty.

You can have this YearOne exclusive engine for
only $2990.00, plus shipping and handling.

To take advantage of this special offer, fog on
to www.yearone.com, add Part # CT350PC1
to your shopping cart and enter the code
EM611 during checkout.

MSD8362 H80770

HEI Plug and Play  Holley Street Avenger
Distributor 770 CFM Carb.
$149.00 $329.00

2006 YearOne WAL VEArana cnm

1 ANNYEAR-OONE

o
x4

52 990.00"

*Plus sales tax (where applicable), shipping and
handling. Engine includes oil pan, timing cover and
valve covers. Part # CT350PC1. This is a discount-
exempt item. Offer good through December 31, 2006.

$7.50 catalogs (refunded with first order)

1967-81 Camaro/Z28

1964-72 Chevelle/El Camino/Monte Carlo

1962-72 Chevy Il/Nova

1958-72 Chevrolet Impala/Caprice
including 1959-60 El Camino

Free catalogs

1982-2002 Camaro/Firebird
1967-87 Chevrolet/GMC Pickup
1953-1982 Corvette

Online only catalogs
1978-88 GM A- and G-bodies
1991-96 GM B-body
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Vescio’s Customizing and Restoration was show-
ing off ane of its latest creations—Steve
Andersen’s hot Deuce five-window. The
chopped, sectioned, channeled, and stretched
coupe rides on a Deuce Steel frame with SO-CAL
suspension parts, and sports a 575hp small-
block Chevy with wild Mike Cooper headers.
Chip Foose did the flames.

)

it's been around for a few years, but we still
think Dick Quimby’s '39 Studebaker sedan is a
great example of dare-to-be-different rodding.

primary pastimes: cruising. Hopping in
your car and parading around the
grounds is a great way to check our iron
without killing your feer, all while show-
ing off your ride in motion.

Of course, Back to the *50s has all the
other attractions youd expect from a big
summer event—hundreds of parts ven-
dors, craft booths, and food stands offering
some of the yummiest fairground victles
around. Chip Foose was on hand signing
autographs on Saturday, and there was live
music and regular prize drawings through-
out the weekend. Saturday’s Mecum auc-
tion and Sunday’s swap meert let rodders
hunt for new projects, or parts to finish
current ones.

If you yearn for the laidback, carefree
days when rods were builc to drive and
events were merely a means for fun and
fellowship with like-minded rodders, you
should consider checking out Back to the
’50s. The 2007 show is already scheduled
for June 22-24, and you can get all the

details by visiting www.msra.com. FD



